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FROM THE
DIRECTOR

-Stacy Kern-Scheerer
04

It has been two years since the Immigration Clinic at
William & May Law School turned on the phones and
opened its doors to the immigrant communities in the
Hampton Roads region of Virginia. I knew that when the
Clinic launched, there were tremendous challenges ahead:
building a Clinic from the ground-up, guiding students in
their development as skilled and effective advocates in
difficult and high-stakes cases, and navigating a complex,
ever-changing, and increasingly adversarial area of law.
Little did anyone know in fall 2019 that a pandemic was just
around the corner, and in the Clinic’s second semester
COVID-19 brought additional unprecedented challenges to
our clients, students, and institutions. 

But as I take this time to reflect back on the last two years,
what strikes me even more than the challenges is how our
Immigration Clinic community – of students, clients,
partners, and supporters – rose to meet those challenges. I
am enormously proud of all the Clinic has accomplished in
this short time. Even in the face of a pandemic, the Clinic
has steadily expanded both the number of clients we
represent and the number of students who can enroll in the
Clinic. We have expanded our services. We have made
connections with so many extraordinary individuals and
organizations. Our graduates have set off into their
professional lives more prepared and inspired because of
their Clinic experience. The Clinic cannot do any of this
work without the generosity of our donors and supporters.
We thank those who make the Clinic work possible, and are
grateful for your support every day.

Director, Professor of the Practice of Law



THE CLINIC BY
THE NUMBERS

76% 96%50%
of Clinic clients are
fighting to stay in the
United States in
Immigration Court.

of immigrants
screened by the
Clinic are from Latin
America.

of immigrants screened
by the Clinic speak a
language other than
English.

85%
of Clinic clients have a
history of trauma.

The majority of Clinic clients have
experienced some form of trauma, including
intimate partner violence, child abuse, and
gang violence.

50%
of Clinic clients came to
the US as children.

Half of the Clinic's clients came to the
United States as children. Of those who
came as children, 21% came as
unaccompanied minors (UACs).
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MEETING THE NEED

The Hours
Add Up

Since opening, Immigration Clinic
students and staff have provided 

$1.4 million in pro bono legal services.
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STUDENTS IN THE CLINIC REPRESENT CLIENTS
ON A VARIETY OF MATTERS

STUDENTS GO THE EXTRA MILE ON THEIR
CASES

The Immigration Clinic represents
immigrants in the Hampton Roads
region on a variety of humanitarian
immigration matters, including
asylum, visas for survivors of crime,
protections under the Violence
Against Women Act, and more.

Students in the Immigration Clinic
work hard to represent their
clients. Student hours spent on
cases have increased each
semester, even as students
worked remotely during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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STUDENT
EXPERIENCE

Students in the Clinic develop
advocacy skills in a Clinic
environment that emphasizes
trauma-informed principles of legal
representation. During the course
of the semester, students grow in
their professional identity, practical
lawyering skills, cultural
competence, and commitment to a
just immigration system of
universal representation. 

Through their work, students learn
the method and skills necessary to
build client rapport and trust, craft
interview plans, conduct
interviews, work with interpreters,
draft declarations, develop a record
through intentional evidence
gathering, counsel clients
effectively, draft persuasive memos
and briefs, and mitigate the effects
of secondary trauma by practicing
self-care techniques.

In Their Words
"As I am about to graduate from law
school, I can honestly say that working in
the William & Mary Law School
Immigration Clinic has been one of the
most rewarding experiences I have had in
law school. Not only have I been able to
gain real world experience, but the work I
completed in the Clinic was work that had
a significant impact on someone’s life."

-Kelsie Sicinski, J.D. '20
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The Immigration Clinic II Team with their asylum filing,
March 2021
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NOT SLOWED BY THE
PANDEMIC

For three of its four semesters, the
Immigration Clinic has operated
under pandemic conditions.
Despite the challenges that the
COVID-19 pandemic presented,
the Clinic rose to the challenge.
Clinic students and staff met with
clients at picnic tables, in parking
lots, and over Zoom. Clinic staff
held trainings and outreach events
online, and guest speakers from
across the world taught students
about different aspects of
immigration law and policy.

-Antony Clemons, J.D. '21

"If, as a student, you feel the Immigration
Clinic is not right for you because of your
inexperience with immigration law, you
are wrong. The Immigration Clinic
appreciates its diverse advocates. There
is no cookie-cutter immigration lawyer.
We serve a diverse clientele. Your
background, regardless of where it
originates, has a place in the
Immigration Clinic, like the families we
serve."
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Director Stacy Kern-Scheerer presents on a lunch panel,
October 2020

Peter Ganser, Retired Foreign Service Officer, speaks to
Clinic I, October 2020

Rebecca Eichler, J.D. '98 presents to Clinic I, April 2021

Immigrant Justice Corps Fellow Marisol Silva presents to
Clinic I, November 2020



COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

The Immigration Clinic is grateful for all of our partners across the
Hampton Roads region. We work with organizations across the region to
ensure that immigrants have access to the services that they need.

William & Mary Law School's Domestic
Violence Clinic
William & Mary Law School's Family Law
Clinic
William & Mary School of Education's
Flanagan Counselor Education Clinic
William & Mary Office of Community
Engagement
York County Commonwealth's
Attorney's Office
Williamsburg/James City County
Commonwealth's Attorney's Office
James City County Alliance on Violence
Against Women
Legal Aid Society of Eastern Virginia
L&L Immigration Law, PLLC.
Powell Law, PLLC.
Transitions Family Violence Services
Bethany Christian Services
Avalon Center

Partnerships
Matter

From 2019-2021, 56% of clients
accepted for representation by the
Clinic were referred by hospitals or

domestic violence shelters.

VCU Health System Medical-Legal
Partnership
Samaritan House
Children's Hospital of the King's Daughters
Catholic Charities of Eastern Virginia
Williamsburg Unitarian Universalists
Ohef Sholom Temple
Hampton Roads Refugee Relief
Peter Ganser, Retired Foreign Service Officer
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The Clinic presents to Hampton Roads Refugee Relief, Fall 2019

WILLIAM & MARY LAW SCHOOL IMMIGRATION CLINIC



PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Beginning in August 2020, Nicole
Alanko, an alumna of William &
Mary Law School, returned to
Williamsburg to serve as the
Clinic's Immigrant Justice Corps
Fellow.

Since joining the Clinic, she has
helped the Clinic to double its
caseload, train more students and
community members, and expand
community outreach through the
Clinic's blog.

Immigrant Justice Corps is a first-
of-its-kind fellowship program that
places recent graduates at legal
services and community-based
organizations to increase access to
quality immigration counsel.

IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CORPS

J. Nicole Alanko, J.D. '18, the Clinic's Immigrant
Justice Corps Fellow, with Jojo Annobil, Executive
Director of Immigrant Justice Corps

-J. Nicole Alanko, J.D. '18, Immigrant Justice Corps Fellow

"I joined Immigrant Justice Corps because I wanted to use the skills I had learned
to serve immigrants. Now, I have the best job in the world: serving immigrants
and training the next generation of citizen lawyers."
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HOW YOU
CAN HELP

The Immigration Clinic relies on private
donations and grants to continue our
work. Your gift will ensure that our clients
have access to quality counsel. You can
give to the Shainwald Immigration Law
Clinic Fund at giving.wm.edu.

DONATE

No matter who you are, you can help
immigrants in our community. Students
can volunteer with the Clinic as interns
or interpreters, doctors and counselors
can volunteer to perform forensic
evaluations, and accountants can
volunteer to help file taxes. Contact the
Clinic to learn more about how you can
be involved.

VOLUNTEER

Spread the word to help others learn
about our Clinic. You can share this
report or links to our blog on social
media, share our infographics, or
invite us to come speak to your
group.

SPREAD THE
WORD

President of William & Mary Katherine A. Rowe with Sybil
Shainwald '48, LL.D. '19. Ms. Shainwald established the
Shainwald Immigration Law Clinic Fund. Photo by Capture
Photography
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Special thanks to Sybil Shainwald '18, LL.D. '19 and the Freeman Foundation for their generous support.
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To sustain the Clinic's work and ensure its growth, the Clinic's top three
priorities for funding are, in order of priority:

Your gift to the Immigration Clinic will have an immediate,
tangible impact on the rights of immigrants in Hampton

Roads. Join the Clinic as a supporter today at giving.wm.edu.

1. CONSISTENT STAFFING OF THE CLINIC WITH
A DEDICATED, FULL-TIME ATTORNEY 

2. A PAID SPANISH INTERPRETER AND
TRANSLATOR

3. STAFFING OF UP TO THREE STUDENT
INTERNS OVER THE SUMMER BREAK

Ensuring consistent full-time staff in the Immigration Clinic is a top priority for the
Clinic. A full-time, dedicated staff attorney in addition to the Director is necessary to
sustain and increase the Clinic's capacity to represent more immigrants in complex
cases, train more students, and educate the public on immigration law and policy.

The Clinic currently relies on students and volunteers to act as interpreters and
translators. A paid, dedicated Spanish interpreter and translator will ensure that the
Clinic can consistently communicate with all of our clients.

While classes may not be in session over the summer, the Clinic's work continues.
Funding student positions in the Clinic will ensure that the Clinic can recruit the best
students without regard to financial need or circumstances.

HOW YOUR SUPPORT ADVANCES
THE CLINIC'S MISSION
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