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FROM THE
DIRECTOR

-Stacy Kern-Scheerer
04

     The past academic year is certainly one we will never forget
in the Immigration Clinic. If you would have asked me at the
beginning of summer 2021 about the upcoming 2021-22
academic year, I would have told you it was sure to be a busy
one, as the Clinic was already brimming with a robust and
diverse caseload for the next cohort of students. Little did we
know what was coming: as the fall semester started in August,
10 students began their Immigration Clinic experience just days
after the world watched the fall of Kabul, Afghanistan,
triggering a massive humanitarian evacuation and ongoing
immigration crisis. Assisting our new Afghan neighbors became
a focus of Clinic work this year.  
     Although representing newly arrived Afghans was a central
feature of working and learning in the Clinic this year, Clinic
students did not stop there. We continued to represent clients
from all over the world on a number of humanitarian matters.
We returned to Arlington Immigration Court for the first time
since the COVID pandemic began. We saw a record number of
students – 16 – enrolled in the Clinic in the spring semester. At
every turn, no matter how difficult the assignment, Clinic
students, volunteers, and partners stepped up and gave the full
measure of their skills and dedication to the individuals,
families, and communities served by the Clinic.  
     I could not be more proud of how the Clinic continues to
thrive in challenging times. For the third consecutive year, we
have expanded our services. We have formed partnerships with
extraordinary individuals and organizations. We have seen our
graduates off into their professional lives more prepared and
inspired because of their Clinic experience. The Clinic cannot
do any of this work without the generosity of our donors and
supporters. We thank those who make the Clinic work possible,
and are grateful for your support every day. 

Director, Professor of the Practice of Law



THE CLINIC BY
THE NUMBERS

12
COUNTRIES

7
LANGUAGES

36% CAME
AS KIDS
36% of Clinic clients
came to the United
States as children.
Some came with at least
one parent, while
others came as
unaccompanied minors.

Clinic clients come
from 12 different
countries around the
world, including
Afghanistan, Guatemala,
and the Phillippines.

Clinic clients speak seven
different languages,
including Spanish,
Pashto, and Dari.
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Top 5 Countries of Origin
Afghanistan Honduras

Mexico El Salvador Venezuela

109 
HOURS
Students enrolled in the
Clinic spend an average
of 109 hours per
semester on their
casework.



MEETING THE COMMUNITY'S
NEEDS

The Hours
Add Up

Since opening, Immigration Clinic
students and staff have provided 

$2.1 million in pro bono legal services.
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STUDENTS IN THE CLINIC REPRESENT CLIENTS
ON A VARIETY OF MATTERS.

STUDENTS' WORK DOESN'T SLOW DOWN.

The Immigration Clinic represents
immigrants in the Hampton Roads
region on a variety of humanitarian
immigration matters, including
asylum, visas for survivors of crime,
protections under the Violence
Against Women Act, Special
Immigrant Visas for Afghans who
assisted the U.S. military, and more.

Students in the Immigration Clinic work
hard to represent their clients. Each
semester, students are regularly
completing and submitting applications for
relief, motions and briefs, and supporting
evidence. In summer 2022, the Clinic
expects an increase in the number of
applications filed for Afghans, in addition to
the applications prepared by students in
the spring semester.
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All Submissions by the
Immigration Clinic, by semester



STUDENT
EXPERIENCE

Students in the Clinic develop advocacy
skills in a Clinic environment that
emphasizes trauma-informed principles
of legal representation. During the
course of the semester, students grow in
their professional identity, practical
lawyering skills, cultural competence,
and commitment to a just immigration
system of universal representation. 

Through their work, students learn the
methods and skills necessary to build
client rapport and trust, craft interview
plans, conduct interviews, work with
interpreters, draft declarations, develop
a record through intentional evidence
gathering, counsel clients effectively,
draft persuasive memos and briefs, and
mitigate the effects of secondary trauma
by practicing self-care techniques.

“Working at the Immigration Clinic has
been extremely rewarding. I have real
cases with real clients, and I feel that
what I learn in class is immediately
applicable and helpful to the actual
practice of the law," said Savanna
Johnson, J.D. '22.

In Their Words
"My greatest regret in law school is that I
didn't sign up for W&M's Immigration
Clinic sooner! The Clinic's real-world
experience has taught me how to be such a
better lawyer. However, more important
than what I've learned has been the
amazing opportunity to help improve our
clients' lives. Our clients come to us with
some of the most harrowing of journeys.
Sadly, these journeys are almost always
the product of simply trying to survive in
this world, so to offer these people some
hope and opportunity is truly a fantastic
experience."

-Brian Touna J.D. '22

04 WILLIAM & MARY LAW SCHOOL IMMIGRATION CLINIC



RETURNING TO COURT FOR THE
FIRST TIME SINCE COVID-19

At the end of November 2021, students and
supervisors from the Immigration Clinic returned
to court for the first time since February 2020.
Students appeared in Arlington before the
Department of Justice, representing clients in a
master calendar hearing and an individual hearing. 

In anticipation of her hearing, Majesta-Doré
Legnini, J.D. '22, prepared written pleadings for a
family from Central America. Majesta-Doré’s
preparation was complicated by the fact that the
clients did not have a copy of their summons
listing the immigration charges against the clients
essential for pleadings. Majesta-Doré expertly
navigated this hiccup, and at the hearing, she did
pleadings for all four clients and scheduled the
family’s trial for 2024, which will be handled by
future Clinic students.

In another hearing, Valerie Stoneback, J.D. '22, and
Ian Thompson, J.D. '22, moved the court to
continue their clients' case so that the family could
request prosecutorial discretion based on
significant humanitarian factors. After the
students' argument, the immigration judge granted
their motion. During the Spring semester, Ian and
Valerie continued to work with their clients to
apply for prosecutorial discretion, as well as
evaluate next steps to help the family receive
permanent status in the United States.
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Ian Thompson, J.D. 2022 (left) and Valerie
Stoneback, J.D. 2022 (right) outside of the
Arlington Immigration Court (November
2021) (Front Cover)

Immigrant Justice Corps Fellow J. Nicole
Alanko, J.D. 2018 (left), Majesta-Doré Legnini,
J.D. 2022 (center), and Immigration Clinic
Director Stacy Kern-Scheerer (right) outside
of the Arlington Immigration Court
(November 2021)

Ian and Valerie preparing for court during
their mock hearing with William Hoffmann,
B.A. '67, J.D. '77



Clients from Afghanistan Clients from Latin America
Clients from the Rest of the World

Fall 2019 Spring 2020 Fall 2020 Spring 2021 Fall 2021 Spring 2022

100 

75 

50 

25 

0 

RESPONDING TO THE AFGHAN
CRISIS

Since the fall of Kabul in August 2021, the Immigration
Clinic has been on the front lines of responding to the
needs of the hundreds of evacuated Afghans resettled
to Hampton Roads. According to Commonwealth
Catholic Charities, over 200 Afghans were resettled to
the Hampton Roads region since July 2021.

Resettled Afghans are in a unique position compared to
immigrants from other parts of the world. Some
Afghans arrived with their lawful permanent residency
("green cards"), while others arrived under Operation
Allies Refuge only with "humanitarian parole," a
temporary status that allows them to stay and work in
the United States for two years and apply for some
other form of permanent immigration status.

Since August 2021, the Immigration Clinic has seen a
5,000% increase in the number of clients accepted for
representation from Afghanistan. To meet the needs of
the community, the Clinic more than doubled its active
caseload.
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4,900%
increase in clients from
Afghanistan.

Since September 2021, the
Immigration Clinic has seen
a dramatic increase in the
number of clients from
Afghanistan requiring
immigration legal
representation.

Clinic Clients by Geographic
Region of Origin

In August 2021, Clinic Director Stacy
Kern-Scheerer (right) and IJC Fellow
Nicole Alanko (left) traveled to Fort Lee
to assist resettled Afghans.



STUDENTS ON THE FRONT LINES
OF CRISIS ADVOCACY

Immigration Clinic students were critical to the Clinic's response to such a drastic
increase in casework from Afghanistan. Students enrolled in Immigration Clinic I and
II were responsible for working on a variety of cases for Afghan families, including
asylum, Special Immigrant Visa petitions, applications for Adjustment of Status, and
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status petitions. As part of preparing these applications,
students interviewed Afghan evacuees, wrote declarations detailing the harms that
their clients faced from the Taliban, prepared applications for lawful permanent
residency, and researched state and federal laws related to protections for minors.

“When I started law school, I wouldn’t have known working in the Immigration Clinic
was something I would do," said Fiona Carroll, J.D. '22, who was assigned to work with
a young woman from Afghanistan on her asylum claim. "After taking Immigration Law
with Professor Kern-Scheerer, I jumped at the opportunity to put what I had learned
in the classroom into practice with clients. This has been an exciting semester in the
Clinic because it has taken on a number Afghan clients who are seeking refuge in the
U.S. following the Taliban takeover. Experiencing how higher-up policy decisions
impact people navigating the immigration system in real time has strengthened my
resolve to stay engaged in this work after I leave the Clinic.” 
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PARTNERSHIPS
& TRAINING

The Immigration Clinic is grateful for all of our partners across the Hampton
Roads region. We recognize and work with organizations across the region to

ensure that immigrants have access to the services that they need.

William & Mary Law School's Domestic
Violence Clinic
William & Mary Law School's Family Law
Clinic
William & Mary School of Education's
Flanagan Counselor Education Clinic
William & Mary Office of Community
Engagement
Hampton Roads Refugee Relief
York County Commonwealth's
Attorney's Office
Williamsburg/James City County
Commonwealth's Attorney's Office
Williamsburg Police Department
James City County Alliance on Violence
Against Women

Community
Members Make
a Difference

In 2021-22, the Clinic saw an increase
in the number of individual

community members, especially those
from faith groups, reaching out to

refer resettled Afghans for services.
33% of all Clinic clients learned about

the Clinic through word of mouth.

Legal Aid Society of Eastern Virginia
VCU Health System Medical-Legal
Partnership
Samaritan House
Children's Hospital of the King's Daughters
Commonwealth Catholic Charities
Williamsburg Unitarian Universalists
Ohef Sholom Temple
Transitions Family Violence Services
Avalon Center
L&L Immigration Law, PLLC.
Powell Law, PLLC.
Transitions Family Violence Services
Bethany Christian Services
Peter Ganser, Retired Foreign Service Officer

and many, many more!
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EDUCATING STUDENTS,
ATTORNEYS, AND THE COMMUNITY

During the 2021-22 Academic Year, the
Immigration Clinic participated in several
outreach and training programs for William
& Mary students, attorneys, and community
members. The Clinic was also active in
speaking in local media about the Afghan and
Ukrainian refugee crises. Clinic Director
Stacy Kern-Scheerer appeared on WTKR
News, WY Daily, and Virginia Public Media.
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Director Stacy Kern-Scheerer speaks to local media about the
Ukrainian refugee crisis (April 2022)

Dylan Abrokwa-Jassor, B.A. '24

The Clinic's undergraduate intern, Dylan Abrokwa-Jassor, Class of
2024, organized the Clinic's efforts to raise awareness about H.R.
6577, a bill that would make immigration courts independent of
the Department of Justice. The bill is has received endorsements
from the American Bar Association, the American Immigration
Lawyers Association, and the National Association of Immigration
Judges.
Dylan's work in the Clinic spanned many different forms of media
and outreach events. Dylan wrote a post for the Clinic's blog,
discussing the history of immigration courts and the new bill. He
also organized a talk for students through the Minority Pre-Law
Association and Pre-Law Advising, and created infographics about
the bill. “Working at the Immigration Clinic has been a formative
experience. I was able to sharpen my writing, research, and
advocacy skills all while working toward a goal I was truly
passionate about," said Dylan. "Whether it was writing for the blog,
collaborating with student organizations, or creating informative
resources, being able to work in a hands-on fashion to bring
attention to immigration policy is what truly distinguishes this
internship from any other project I have engaged with.”

EDUCATING THE COMMUNITY

A PROPOSAL FOR INDEPENDENT IMMIGRATION
COURTS

One of the many infographics
that Dylan created to raise
awareness about H.R. 6577, a bill
that would create independent
immigration courts.



THE INAUGURAL FOURTH CIRCUIT
ASYLUM LAW CONFERENCE

The largest training event for the Clinic this year was the inaugural Fourth Circuit
Asylum Law Conference. In March, the Immigration Clinic sponsored the inaugural
Fourth Circuit Asylum Law Conference, with cosponsors Immigrant Justice Corps
and the William & Mary Center for Racial and Social Justice. The Conference,
spearheaded by Clinic IJC Fellow Nicole Alanko, brought together practitioners from
clinics, nonprofits, and firms to discuss developments in asylum law and policy, as
well as best practices for working with experts in asylum cases. “Speaking as both a
panelist and an attendee, the inaugural Fourth Circuit Asylum Law Conference was a
rousing success,” said Andrew Pecoraro, J.D. '17. “What stuck out to me was the
practical advice that came out from each session. Each speaker offered a unique
perspective on the complex issues facing individuals seeking asylum in the United
States, and I left armed with several real-world strategies to use when representing
such individuals.”

Panelists present on access to counsel for immigrants across
Virginia and barriers to pro bono representation. (March
2022)

Aaron Reichlin-Melnick, Senior Policy Counsel at the
American Immigration Council, presents on policies
impacting asylum in the last five years. (March 2022)

Panelists present on best practices for working with country
conditions experts, moderated by the Clinic's IJC Fellow
Nicole Alanko, J.D. '18. (March 2022)

Panelists present on recent changes in Fourth Circuit case
law, moderated by Andrew Pecoraro, J.D. '17 (March 2022)
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THE PATHWAYS TO HOPE
INITIATIVE

Recognizing the need for legal representation and
mental health counseling, the William & Mary Law
School's Immigration Clinic and the William & Mary
School of Education's Flanagan Counselor Education
Center created the Pathways to Hope Initiative.
Founded in 2021, the Initiative brings together the
expertise and strengths of the Immigration Clinic and
the Flanagan Counselor Education Center to serve

111+
Clients receiving services through the Pathways to
Hope Initiative received over 111 hours of
counseling services in the Initiative's first year.

HOURS

THE IMPORTANCE OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

THE WORK OF THE INITIATIVE

Mental health services are not only incredibly important for the long-term well-being of
many Immigration Clinic clients, these services are also necessary for their cases. Many
forms of status for survivors of violence and persecution, including U Visas, VAWA Self-
Petitions, and asylum, all require evidence of harm or persecution. In many cases, a
psychological evaluation or assessment may be the only way to prove the harm that
someone has suffered.
These assessments make a difference. According to Physicians for Human Rights, 90
percent of asylum cases that include an evaluation were successful, compared to a
national average of barely 30 percent.

80%
80% of Immigration Clinic clients are survivors of
trauma, including war, domestic violence,
violence against LGBTQ+ people, and more.

HAVE A HISTORY OF
TRAUMA

Professor Daniel Gutierrez and Doctoral Student
Kaitlin Hinchey, Ph.D. '22 present on mental
health assessments (March 2022)

THE INITIATIVE BY THE NUMBERS

immigrants in Hampton Roads. Through the Initiative, while immigrants receive pro bono
legal representation through the Clinic, they also receive wrap-around, holistic, and
culturally-sensitive services, including counseling, assessments as needed for legal
cases, occupational support, and case management. The collaboration works to ensure
that immigrants have the legal support and mental health support they need to thrive in
the United States.

IMPACT REPORT 2021-22 11



HOW YOU
CAN HELP

The Immigration Clinic relies on private
donations and grants to continue our work.
Your gift will ensure that our clients have
access to quality counsel. You can give to
the Shainwald Immigration Law Clinic
Fund at giving.wm.edu.

DONATE

No matter who you are, you can help
immigrants in our community. Students
can volunteer with the Clinic as interns
or interpreters, doctors and counselors
can volunteer to perform forensic
evaluations, and accountants can
volunteer to help file taxes. Contact the
Clinic to learn more about how you can
be involved.

VOLUNTEER

Spread the word to help others learn
about our Clinic. You can share this
report or links to our blog on social
media, share our infographics, or
invite us to come speak to your group.

SPREAD THE
WORD

President of William & Mary Katherine A. Rowe with Sybil
Shainwald '48, LL.D. '19. Ms. Shainwald established the
Shainwald Immigration Law Clinic Fund. Photo by Capture
Photography
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https://giving.wm.edu/give-now/?appealcode=21X1Z&allocation=4618


To sustain the Clinic's work and ensure its growth, the Clinic's top three priorities for
funding are, in order of priority:

Your gift to the Immigration Clinic has an immediate,
tangible impact on the rights of immigrants in Hampton

Roads. Join the Clinic as a supporter today at giving.wm.edu.

1. CONSISTENT STAFFING OF THE CLINIC WITH
A DEDICATED, FULL-TIME ATTORNEY 

2. PAID INTERPRETERS AND TRANSLATORS

3. STAFFING OF UP TO THREE STUDENT
INTERNS OVER THE SUMMER BREAK

Ensuring consistent full-time staff in the Immigration Clinic is a top priority for the
Clinic. A full-time, dedicated staff attorney in addition to the Director is necessary to
sustain and increase the Clinic's capacity to represent more immigrants in complex
cases, train more students, and educate the public on immigration law and policy.

The Clinic currently relies on students and volunteers to act as interpreters and
translators. Paid, dedicated interpreters for our most common languages, such as
Spanish, Pashto, and Dari, will ensure that the Clinic can consistently communicate with
all of our clients.

While classes may not be in session over the summer, the Clinic's work continues.
Funding student positions in the Clinic will ensure that the Clinic can recruit the best
students without regard to financial need or circumstances.

HOW YOUR SUPPORT ADVANCES
THE CLINIC'S MISSION
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